Introduction
and 'interactive ecology', whereas Laura Balderstone has advocated a greater emphasis upon how 'suburbans' interacted with the urban core. 13 Most recently, a special edition of The London Journal has united the sub-fields by exploring a number of pastimes as they (understandably in this case) occurred in certain London suburbs or institutions. This collection confirms the importance of leisure in the formation of identities (social and cultural), highlighted previously by Christopher French, and it rejects the notion that suburbs were essentially 'private', by highlighting the vibrancy of associational culture within suburbs. 14 This refreshing analysis notwithstanding, the edition's emphasis upon 'leisure' within comparatively short time periods or particular middle class institutions, does mean the utility of the individual articles is limited in terms of broader cultural change and their relationship to the suburbanisation process itself. 15 Counter to the overwhelming majority of research completed, this article seeks to transcend traditional cutoff dates, and challenge the dominance of suburban regions north of the Thames (or those within twenty miles of Charing Cross) within the current historiography.
Two questions thus present themselves at this juncture: Why Cricket, and why Surrey?
Although golf and tennis -and their private club culture -represent the archetypal suburban sports, they are unsuitable subjects for such clubs were created, and fiercely maintained, as middle class enclaves. Although 'team' variations are possible in both sports, they reinforce the individualism and 'privacy' prevalent throughout the established narrative challenged by Georgiou. Furthermore, their elitist 'culture', despite the financial pragmatism which has led to the relatively recent admission of some from the 'artisan classes' has, as 13 highlighted by Rob Lake in relation to tennis, remained consistent. 16 That the culture of cricket in Surrey and the other Home Counties went from a game intimately tied to egalitarian class relations and strong community identities to one which consciously severed ties with local communities and created 'class-specific' clubs makes it a more suitable subject for examination. Surrey is chosen for four reasons. Firstly, by focussing on one county, a more detailed and nuanced examination is possible. Secondly, much of what has been regarded as 'suburban' Surrey was in fact composed of long-established communities located at distances far beyond the broadly accepted definition of English suburbs. Thirdly, the suburban development of this county, when compared to those with territories north of the Thames, appears significantly different in class terms. Finally, Surrey has been all-but ignored by urban historians -especially in the period after 1914.
Surrey and the suburban identity
A great deal has been written about the social character, living experience, form and function of suburbs, but long-held assumptions of what a suburb was, or is, persist within academic and popular discourse. 17 Like the suburbs, Surrey -'symbolically the most suburban county in England' 18 -has been 'much maligned for its pretensions and character'. 19 The denigration of such areas has been the result of contemporary prejudices at the urban fringe -may be 'analytically neat', but that a more nuanced analysis, which considers more than 'commuting' is more 'complete'. 20 Moreover, these authors have suggested that a distinctive culture or suburban 'way of life' prevailed, and that this is linked to the social uniformity within such low-density residential places dominated by owner-occupation. 21 Robert Morris however has suggested that culture -'a series of meanings which human beings attributed to politics, production and consumption' -is effected by, but not dependent upon, variants in social and economic structure. These meanings are influenced as much by 'resources inherited from their own past' as much as any contemporary domestic or international culture. 22 In this context therefore, to what extent was the form and timing of the cultural transformation under investigation based upon the changing social structure of Surrey? How much on social and cultural trends emanating from London, and how much on the wider societal context in which it occurred? The existence of a universally understood culture of 'competitive' sport within an infinite array of physical and social habitats prior to the First World War may suggest that the suburban 'way of life', associated with contemporary Surrey, only developed after 1918. As Clapson has highlighted, suburbs vary considerably in terms of size, their distance from urban centres and social composition. 23 In basic terms, suburbs were planned, physically and economically close to the urban centre, predominantly 'middle-class' Due to the Thames acting as a natural barrier to expansion, Surrey's urban / suburban development occurred later than other peripheral regions. Even after the construction of bridges and freer trade links, the majority of those moving to Surrey, according to William Howitt in 1838, were almost exclusively aristocratic gentlemen. 24 Unlike the thousands of terraced houses that sprang-up in industrialised England, much of Surrey (beyond the extreme north of the county) continued to be 'studded over with mansions and villas', 25 and the exodus from London to Surrey that the eighteenth-century aristocrat or upper-middle class migrants had started, 'never lost its social status'. 26 Howitt noted how the polarised nature of Surrey's demographic and physical development resulted in a different social structure from more urban or industrialised areas. The ascendency of the gentlemen, he argued:
... had produced a curiously dichotomous society. As one observer commented: "A vast number of aristocracy reside in the country for its proximity to town; and besides them there are the farmers and their labourers; the servants of the aristocracy estates -a numerous and very peculiar class; and the few tradesmen who supply the great houses. The many gradations of rank and property which are found in more trading, manufacturing and mixed districts do not exist here".
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As highlighted below, although large numbers of middle class residents were to fill the social vacuum between the high and low of Surrey, exorbitant land prices -even at the beginning of the twentieth-century 28 -and landowners reluctance to sell to railway or property developers, hindered any large scale house building beyond the northern districts of the county. 29 Even here, where urban and suburban development occurred, the county's suburban image was not simply hindered, it was reversed in 1889 following the creation of the County of London. 30 Although the north had retained a significant agricultural presence, the loss of the urban areas of Lambeth, Southwark and Wandsworth, suburban areas such as
Surbiton, and what became the County Borough of Croydon, removed much of the urban space, and the population and industry therein, from the new administrative county of Surrey. Even the Oval, the home of Surrey County Cricket Club (SCCC), was lost to 'old' Surrey. As Table One demonstrates, although the County lost less than 5 per cent of its geographical area, the population was cut by almost two-thirds (63.7 per cent). 31 In the relatively undeveloped towns beyond, similar prohibitions took much longer to occur as a place like Guildford (in the west of the county) 'remained ... a rural market town inhabited mainly by shopkeepers, craftsmen and labourers and visited by farm workers'. 44 Indeed the town was lampooned in the 1890s for an apparent lack of progress and, some twenty years later, a significant local landowner, the Earl of Onslow, was accused of keeping the town 'landlocked'. 45 In Dorking (in the east of the County), the construction of villas had boosted the local economy, but the longevity of traditional leisure pursuits and social relations suggests these new residents failed to make any significant impression. 46 Thus, contrary to Malcolmson's suggestion that middle class pressure had eradicated folk football by 1850, the local game persisted in Dorking into the early years of the twentieth-century. 47 In fact, not only was this custom being protected by the established social and political elites, it was still being 'played' by them at the end of the century. 48 structure, and prosperity of different towns'. F. M. L. ) by Charles Dickens who, in a letter to his son in 1868, insisted that 'The first thing to be avoided is, the slightest appearance of patronage (one of the curses of England). The second thing to be avoided is, the deprival of the men of their just right to manage their own affairs. I would rather have no club at all, than have either of these great mistakes made'. He continued: 'both classes of members [gentlemen and working men, despite the gentlemen paying at least double the there was no hint of the 'moral reform', 'rational recreation', or the attempted 'social control' (usually via strict membership rules and fines) witnessed in the industrial areas of the North of England. 60 Moreover, unlike the first-class game, where increasingly humiliating amateur and professional distinctions were introduced after 1870, any apparent deference was ostensibly predicated upon a player's role on the field of play rather than his social position off it. 61 A captain was always to be obeyed of course, but, in the case of Banstead CC, it was the club's groundsman 'professional', Eddie Gilbert, who captained the first XI in 1895. 62 The false egalitarianism regularly espoused at elite metropolitan cricket dinners after 1918, was not merely 'lip service' in pre-war Surrey. 63 If Max Weber's suggestion that many social elites 'maintained possession of all offices of local administration by taking them over without compensation in the interests of their own social power', is true; there is little evidence to suggest that this was the case in amateur cricket in Surrey prior to the First World War. 64 Forty or fifty years ago in country cricket matches it was the custom when a man was out for one of the fielding side to throw the ball in the air as high as he could. The practice died out in London some thirty years ago and I remember our amazement and humour when Barham, who had just come from the country, picked up the ball and threw it skywards. The other men thought he had gone crazy, but I had seen the old country practice and remembered it.
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Metropolitan trends, and attitudes similar to those expressed by Bray, 80 were to become more common as the middle-classes migrated to rural areas. 81 often shared with members of the working-classes. 82 This was not therefore the most significant change to cricket's culture in Surrey, for a more fundamental change relating to competition was to occur. Such a change was not based upon local relations alone however, for it was originally influenced by broader social, political and economic events within and outside of sport and the manner in which amateurism was used to undermine those disliked by metropolitan sporting elites.
Competition is questioned
Respectability was always central to 'gentlemanly' status but, for many new middle class 'gentlemen', so was the respect -deference even -of one's social inferiors. 83 As commercialised sport and meritocratic competition had proved to be the 'great social leveller', it was necessary for increasingly insecure sporting gentlemen (almost universally amateurs -publicly at least) to continuously adapt the concept of amateurism and introduce discriminatory distinctions in order to preserve their social status in the face of popular professionalism. 84 Briefly stated the status security enjoyed by the mid-Victorian gentleman amateur was increasingly under challenge. In 1913 The Field explained the state of affairs that had existed previously:
One great distinction, far sharper than it is to-day, cut across all sport, and, indeed every department of activity, the distinction, namely, between those who were gentlemen and those 82 F. M. L. Thompson, 'The rise of suburbia' in R. J. Morris and Richard Rodger (eds), The Victorian City (Longman, 1993), 166. 83 The expansion of the middle-classes and the increased availability of a public school education had diluted the concept to the extent that much public debate ensued as to who was allowed to utilise the designation. In the present stage of evolution games have been both democratized and universalized. As soon as the patronage of the public was assured it was inevitable that some games should be exploited on business principles. This result has had its good influences. There is one interesting effect of public patronage generally, which shows how public games react upon social life; that is, that not the professional only, but the amateur also, have become in a sense 'the servants of the public'.
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This unwelcome consequence was to be avoided at all costs and separate travel arrangements, dressing rooms, and entrances to the ground for amateurs and professionals were gradually introduced. These methods are regarded as the key tools for the control of professionalism by amateurs, but the MCC's assiduous refusal to fully reorganise the English County Championship (ECC) and tailor the game to the needs of the paying public, as the leagues in the North did, must be considered a further defence in light of the egalitarian developments league competition had instigated in football. As Dobbs suggests: 'to the country-house set, the very concept of a league had all the connotations of the northern 90 The meritocratic developments associated with the league system had not been lost on the more reactionary cricket elites with influence beyond the 'first-class' game either, and they also went on the offensive.
One of the earliest salvos in non-first-class cricket's cultural war emanated from the Rev. R. In insisting that matches were essentially non-competitive, non-commercial, nonprofessional, and any success remained unrewarded, the Conference had developed an extreme form of 'upper-class' amateurism -even Olympians were able to compete for medals. There was of course a distinct ideological basis for such decisions and, in keeping with the social fears that motivated them, the Conference was consciously populated in its early years by elite London clubs alone. 101 
S. Holmes in 1894. Holmes, a regular columnist in

Class relations deteriorate, 1918-1939
The political, economic, and social issues which led to the class conflict of the inter-war period had antecedents which pre-dated the end of the First World War. The rise of the Independent Labour Party and high levels of trade union membership, which were followed by record levels of strikes during the hostilities, had put the social and political elites on Builder of numerous middle class homes in and around Woking, stated in 1896 that he 'was looking forward to the time when workmen will not have to work so many hours ... and
[become] more independent as men who rejoiced in being alive', middle class attitudes towards working-men hardened after 1918. 106 The breakdown of previously cordial relations immediately following the war was influenced by the upper and middle-classes' realisation that 'the strategy of restricting working-class demands upon society to the margins had ... Despite Guildford's first suburb (developed from 1862) being a highly successful mix of villas and artisan dwellings, house building in early twentieth-century predominantly consisted of middle class developments similar to the Abbotswood Estate (from 1912). 115 Byfleet (five miles from Woking), described as 'a resort for business people' in 1896, was no different. 116 The 'town', which still had fewer than 2,000 residents by 1901, was one of many small 'towns' or 'villages' which had attracted very wealthy industrialists -including Charles Butler
Jnr., of the Lambert and Butler Tobacco Company -during the late nineteenth-century. 117
The Byfleet CC was one of many which embodied the increasing social retrenchment of the Such a change in attitude towards matches with teams of local working men, and the prioritising of friendly matches (with elite clubs) over meaningful competitive leagues (with their neighbours), also occurred in neighbouring Cranleigh where increasing numbers of migrants began to price out the indigenous workers. 124 Although the larger residences witnessed in Ewhurst were absent, a swathe of villas had been built during the 1890s to cater for the burgeoning middle class population attracted to the area by not only the fresh air, but also the railway station and public school, which had both opened in 1865. the broader deterioration in class relations, the game was transformed not only in terms of its social configuration, but also its cultural form and meaning.
Conclusion
This contextualised appraisal of the long-term cultural changes within Surrey's club cricket refutes the historical assumption that it had reflected the 'orthodox' cultural values of the sport's 'national' narrative since their invention in the 1850s. Indeed, the cultural form and meaning of cricket was broadly the same throughout the country regardless of local economy or social structure. Despite concerns over gambling and uncouth behaviour, 'competition' -essential for any genuine sport -was seen, by all classes, as natural and positive prior to the First World War. That was until the meritocratic repercussions of commercialised cricket were felt by the metropolitan 'elites' involved as players or administrators within the first-class game. There thus began a coordinated backlash against professionalism, and individual professionals, but also the meritocratic competitions which facilitated their rise in status.
As professionalism within the ECC, and the ECC itself, was too well established (and commercially valuable) the first-class counties introduced degrading amateur and professional distinctions, which remained in place until 1963, in order to maintain social distance. Outside of the first class game however, metropolitan elites were able, via the abolition of cups and leagues, to create their own realm of middle class cricket. Within this increasingly discrete world, where clubs got to choose their opposition, working class cricketers were either not necessary (as professionals or representatives of the local community), or could be priced out by prohibitive membership fees.
This development is unlikely to have happened without the far-reaching influence of the Conference, but it is clear that the meritocratic developments cited above influenced their decision to forbid competition cricket from the outset. The spread of this new elitist culture into Surrey resulted from the region's demographically narrow 'suburbanisation', at a time of wider class conflict. Although the relatively 'organic' suburban development of Surrey is important, the wider societal context in which it took place is central to understanding the specific cultural form of cricket the middle-classes chose to adopt. Significantly, it also provides evidence as to the pace and nature of Surrey's 'suburbanisation' itself.
Unlike planned suburbs where the new residents were able to develop a given 'way of life' unhindered by pre-existing social structures or culture, the indigenous elites, and their poorer neighbours, within Surrey, had been able to resist, or simply ignore, most middle class challenges to traditional social and cultural relationships prior to 1914. It was not until the 1930s -following decades of class conflict and middle class retrenchment -that the socalled 'friendly' cricket culture, so synonymous with the South of England, became broadly universal. The timescale required for this transition suggests that the cultural dominance of the middle-classes, so fundamental to Surrey's contemporary suburban identity, was established decades later than has been previously suggested. 128 Once established, the local working-classes played amongst themselves (often within obscure and unreported leagues), while the middle class clubs coveted visits from the metropolitan clubs. 129 Although the boundary changes of 1889 were significant in re-instating the rural image of Surrey, boundaries between one county and another were almost meaningless. Regional or local rivalries did not strictly disappear, but 'class' or 'education', rather than 'place' or 'community', became more important. Certain cricket clubs within rural Surrey attained status by inviting elite suburban clubs to them, while offering these suburban elites a taste of the game's romanticised rural past in return.
Although this methodological approach requires further refinement, this case study has provided sufficient evidence to suggest that the social and cultural history of sport may be a other disciplines'. 130 This essay is a small step in that direction, but the practitioners of other realms of history might like to consider take to the field for themselves.
